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Defamilarization/Novelty

Yang Xiangrong

Abstract: The theoretical quality of Defamilarization by Russian Formalism is making famil-
iar things appear in front of us in an unusual way. In response to the construction of the De-
familarization Theory in the West, there are also “novel” poetics in Chinese classical poet-
ics. From the perspective of thinking mode and to some extent, pursuing novelty and change
in form, bringing forth new things and creating uniqueness in content all belong to a poetic
strategy of Defamilarization. There is convergence in theoretical construction between De-
familarization and novel poetics, both of which are a universal principle to explain literature
creation and poetic thinking mode.

Keywords: Defamilarization; novelty; Russian Formalism; Chinese classical poetics
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