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The Historic Writing of Jinshi Under the Synchronic Consciousness

in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic of China
Zhu Wenzhe

Abstract: In the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China, the “early world”
(Jinshi) concept, which was transplanted from the Western historical staging method, and
its historical staging have been endowed with a historical connotation of Chinese-Western
communication and competition concerning civilization and nationality. They also contain
people’s understanding of recent historical stages and their prediction about future historical
development. However, in the writing of China’s Jinshi generated under the global
synchronic consciousness, the time frame and connotation of Jinshi periodization formed in
the late Qing Dynasty became a limitation on people’s understanding of recent historical
stages in the early Republic of China, making it necessary to rebuild this historical staging
method. The transformation of Jinshi historical stages also shows the impact of the
innovation of global time on people’s understanding of “recent historical stages”.

Keywords: late Qing Dynasty and early Republic of China; historical staging; Jinshi;

modern times
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