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China and the West in Modern Japanese Language Reformation
Chen Yue'e

Abstract: The Japanese writing systemn seems to be “Japan's internal business”, but for the reforming

Meiji Japan, China and the West, the two politically and culturally different aliens, became indispensable

elements in the debate on Japanese writing signs reformation. As China was regarded as the negative “It”,

while the West was the positive one, their differences prompted the Meiji cultural elites to believe that Chi-

nese characters were backward and outdated whereas the Western letters were modern and advanced. They

therefore tried to elbow out Chinese influence and push towards westernization. Ultimately, the two “It”

s, China and the West, opposed and confirmed each other in this confrontation, providing a realistic

foundation and guaranteeing the necessity, feasibility and rationality of the reformation of Japanese writ-

ing.

Key words: Chinese characters; reformation of Japanese writing; China; the West; It
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