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A Study on “Youbi” as the Castration for

Women in Ancient China
Zhao Hejun

Abstract: Since Mei Ze submitted his collection of documents to the royal court in the Eastern
Jin dynasty, the citation “as the penalty for licentiousness, castration, which consists of
geshi ( ) for men and youbi ( ) for women, is the penalty next to death
penalty” from Kong Anguo’ s Commentaries to the Book of Documents has been regarded as
the proof for ancient castration in later generations, thus “youbi” has been regarded as the
castration for licentious women. However, nobody has made clear about what is “youbi”
until now. In fact, unlike “geshi”, “youbi” comes from the annotation of “gong” in “Marquis
of Lv on Punishment” in The Book of Documents by Kong Anguo in his book, is a “penalty
on paper” and has never existed in reality.

Keywords: Kong Anguo’ s Commentaries to the Book of Documents; castration; geshi;

“youbi”; penalty for licentiousness
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