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The Development of Contemporary Hermeneutics and its Reference to

China: A Brief Overview
Qi Guang

Abstract: Hermeneutics is a philosophical theory of understanding with a long history and

tradition. Contemporary hermeneutics has developed from the general hermeneutics to philo-

sophical hermeneutics and practical hermeneutics by two important stages, which greatly in-

fluences the expansion of contemporary social science. Contemporary hermeneutics has obvi-

ous traces of linguistic transformation, which upholds many of the characteristics of histori-

cism, promises the development of practical philosophy, and gradually achieves interdisci-

plinary integration. At the same time, contemporary hermeneutics has a significant influence

on the construction of Chinese hermeneutics in many aspects, such as construction of theo-

ry, the choice of method and subject areas.

Key words: hermeneutics; contemporary social science; linguistic transformation
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