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Five Trading Ports and Transformation

of Chinese Society
Ma Yong

Abstract: Establishing five trading ports is the beginning of modern Chinese history, and
the beginning of China going onto the world stage. It seems just a trifling matter of trade
today, but it causes a huge shock for the whole community at that time. In the past stud-
les, researchers more often make their points from imperialist aggression and national re-
sistance, thus make it difficult to find out some problems. In fact, after the industrial rev-
olution in the West, it becomes a inevitable direction for China entering into the world,
the world entering into China, and China transforming from an agricultural civilization and
accepting the challenge from Western industrial civilization. Five trading ports is just a be-
ginning of the transformation of Chinese society and a starting point for China’s access to
the modernity.

Key words: five trading ports; opium war; modernity
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