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City Life. Gentlemen and Literati s Track
Sun Lihua

Abstract: The Qing dynasty novel Rulin Waishi included comprehensive descriptions of lo-
cal cultures, city and rural tradition. In addition, these descriptions helped to demonstrate
the motif-breaking through the status quo and searching for new objects of life-and constitu-
ted an organic part of this novel s artistic accomplishments. Among all the novels in Qing
dynasty, Rulin Waishi displayed regional cultures especially well

Key words: city; ruralism; difference between city and rural life; reclusion; Literati s track
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