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Research on the Value Dimensions and Aesthetic Quality

of the Ocean Writing by A. A. Fet
Sun Xiaobo Gao Fei

Abstract: “Ocean” was the core word, subject and theme of Fet’s lyric poetry system. The ocean
writing by Fet involves various forms of ocean and presents a multi-dimensional value orientation;
“ocean” was used to simulate the spiritual activities and emotional state of human, to describe
human’s yearning and pursuit for nature, to show the revelation and salvation of nature on human,
to symbolize the power and the inner harmony and beauty of nature, and to reveal the
transformation and cycles of “conflict/harmony” in nature. The ocean writing by Fet not only
continues the values of the Russian maritime literary tradition, but also presents its own unique
interpretation. Meanwhile, based on the influences from Schelling and Schopenhauer in
philosophy and Tutchev in poetry, as well as the aesthetic concepts in aestheticism, the
ocean writing by Fet demonstrates a distinct philosophical tendency and aesthetic quality.

Keywords: Fet; ocean; value; aestheticism; philosophy
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