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The Language Policy and Linguistic Culture in India
Zhou Qingsheng

Abstract: Indian language and culture are of diversity and heterogeneity because India has
not realized the true unification nearly for several thousand years. due to the repeated alien
invasion and occupation; and a long period of separatist regime. Sanskrit culture was the
mainstream culture in ancient India and Persian-Arabic culture and Sanskrit culture coexisted
in medieval times, and English culture was dominant during the colonial period- After
India’s independence. the Soviet language policy model was introduced : The Hindi language
was provided for the national language; other minority languages for the local language;
English may still be used on official occasions, but replaced by the Hindi language in 15
years and never be reused- This policy sparked an intense language conflict- A famous com~-
promise of “Program in Three Languages” was reached in 1967. English. the local language
and the Hindi language are used for language education in middle schools- A calm language
life restores in India-

Key words: language policy; linguistic culture; language conflicts; diversity; Program in
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