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On Ideal Theory of Richard Wollheim
Zhao Shujun

Abstract: As a British analytical philosopher and esthetician. Richard Wollheim analysed the hypothesis that

“the work of art is physical object” with the analytical thinking. He also made a proposition that “the art isn't

physical object”. dividing it into the ideal theory and the representation one. However. there seems to be a

coincidence between Wollheim's ideal theory and the art definition of Croce and Collingwood from the perspec-

tive of historical development of the ideal theory. The article will try to sort out the real origin of Wollheim's i-

deal theory, to explain the definition. his further thinking and the criticism of his ideal theory. as well as

physical medium and imaginational medium.

Key words: ideal theory; overall imagination experience; memorandum; imaginational medium
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