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Zidishu Education in Tianjin During the Republic of China Period
Li Fang

Abstract: Zidishu, combining the opera and folk songs, is a‘ special ballad art created by the

banner-men. It was just performed at the family and friends parties in the beginning. In the

late Qing Dynasty, the banner-men had to make a living by singing folk songs, so Zidishu
became one of their tools to earn livelihood. Nevertheless, in the wave of reform in the early
years of the Republic of China, guided by reformers and educators in Tianjin, the educa-
tional function of Zidishu was explored. Zidishu was published on Social Education Weekly

and was used as the textbooks for blind students. It became an important media of spreading

cultural knowledge and morality.
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