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The Index of Rule of Law and Its Research Methodology
Tian He

Abstract: The research methodology for the index of rule of law is on the rise in recent

years in China. This article discusses the background and meaning of the research method-

ology for the index of rule of law and the significance of assessing the index of rule of law in

China, as well as briefly analyzes the theoretical basis, development trend, and the role

of overseas researches on index related to the rule of law. The rule of law by its nature is a

social practice. Thus, this article analyzes the facilitating effects that the research method-

ology and outcome of the index of rule of law have on the development of rule of law in

China, especially on the disclosure of government information, taking the example of the

index of government transparency developed by the Institute of Law, CASS. In addition,

this article discusses several issues arising from applying the methodology for the index of

rule of law.
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