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Active and Generative: On Aristotle’s Idea of Nature
Liu Fe:

Abstract; It has become quite a question throughout the development of ancient Greek phi-

losophy to illustrate whether the nature is changing or not- As for Aristotle; on one hand,

he admitted the naturalist philosophers’ conception of nature on Generativism, but refused

to take in the inflexible opinion that nature is just what we conceive vividly; on the other

hand. The great philosopher admired Parmenides and Plato’s idea that nature itself is of rea-

son and order, whereas he resisted transcendentalism and their denial of the changes of na-

ture- Aristotle provided a demonstration of his notion that being is the state of nature, thus

nature is changing, due to nature itself- Because of this, Aristotle put forward that nature

is an active substance of aseity as it develops and changes by itself-

Key words: nature; being; becoming; substance
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