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On the Relative Clauses in Middle Chinese: From a

Typological Perspective
Chen Dandan

Abstract: This paper makes a thorough and systematic investigation of the types of the rel-

ative clauses (RCs) and the strategies of relativizition in Middle Chinese, bringing about a
fine-grained view of the RCs in Middle Chinese. Both the local literature and the translated

Buddhist sutras are examined carefully so that the RCs in the two kinds of literatures are

under scrutiny respectively. Then a comparative study is made between RCs in Middle Chi-

nese and Archaic Chinese to discover the main thread and the reasons for their develop-

ment.
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