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The Meaning of “Bian” and Its Intellectual Origin in “Distinguishing

the Li Sao” of the Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons
Chen Yun feng

Abstract; The chapter “Distinguishing the Li Sao” is thepivot of The Literary Mind and the
Carving of Dragons. The meaning of “Bian” ( , distinguish) could be considered as the
same as that of the character “Bian” ( , debate) . The character “distinguish” is used to
distinguish problems of the Li Sao. It has three aspects. The first aspect is to distinguish
“the right way to learn from Qu Yuan and Song Yu” and to correct the wrong tendency of
“emulating the Li Sao to compose pieces” . The second is to distinguish the features of Chu-
ci ( , The Songs of Chu ), that is, consulting ancient and contemporary literature
forms and creating brilliant words, in order to understand how Chuci origins. The under-
standing could be used as a principle of “grasping the normal and reining the novel; under-
standing the change and creating the new” . The third aspect is to distinguish the partiality
of the Chuci critics in the Han Dynasty, rejecting the discussions of “praising or belittling
according to the surface, over depreciating or appreciating the facts” by the theory of “four
similarities and four differences” . This lays a foundation for evaluating the dual nature of
Chuci objectively. In addition, Liu Xie lived in the period after the revival of the learning
Pre-Qin thinkers which had been prevalent through the Late Han to Wei and Jin periods. The
Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons often refers to “methods of debate” of Pre-Qin
thinkers. The influence of Moist dialectics on “Distinguishing the Li Sao” is particularly ob-
vious.

Keywords: Liu Xie; “Distinguishing the Li Sao”; consciousness of problems; distinguis-

hing methods; Pre-Qin Thinkers; the tradition ofdebate
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