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The Aesthetics of “Distance” in Chinese Novel Criticism
of the Ming and Qing Dynasties
Guo Shouyun

Abstract: As one of Chinese classical aesthetics category, “distance” has experienced a long

history of evolution in its intensions and extensions, deeply affecting the aesthetic purport

of artists. The literary critics of Ming and Qing dynasties often applied the category “dis-

tance” to the novels in question, highlighting such stylistic features as the structural “neat-

ness”, the “circuitous” ploting and “picturesque” scene setting of Chinese classical no-

vels, and creating the unique aesthetic values of Chinese novels. They employ terms from art

criticism, including poetry criticism and painting criticism, to comment on the stylistic fea-

tures in the novels of Ming and Qing dynasties, showing the particular aesthetics of the Chi-

nese nation.

Keywords: literary criticism; distance; fictionality; appreciation of painting
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