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Implications of Preface to the Critique of Political Economy .
The Construction of the Intermediary Category of Literary

Theory for Literature Practice
Gao Nan

Abstract; The binary thinking method and the ideation method, which are currently fette-
ring Chinese literary theory, rigidify the literary theory and distance it from the literature
practice In this respect, Marx’ s research practice in Critique of Political Economy, de-
voted to addressing practical problems, and the logical method he employed by ascending
from the general to the specific will play a critical role in guiding the methodology of Chinese
literary theory to make a breakthrough. Moreover, the specialized analysis and explanation
of this method in Preface to the Critique of Political Economy clarify and highlight its sig-
nificance. From simple categories to concrete categories, from category relevance to the in-
teraction of related categories, from the thinking on category relation to the corresponding
reference from the reality, from logical thinking to the historical manner of thinking, the series of
methods that Preface to the Critique of Political Economy reveals and applies gives us a hint of how
to make a breakthrough in the methodology of the Chinese literary theory.

Keywords: literary theory; literature practice; intermediary category
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