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On the Narrative Structure of Lu You’s Touring Shanxi Village

Sun Xuetang

Abstract: Touring Shanxi Village by Lu You has long been widely accepted as a master-
piece and is included in modern elementary school textbooks. Most contemporaries agree that
the poem is well structured. However, a closer scrutiny can reveal that there is too big a gap
between the first and the second couplet, which may lead to ambiguity. Different analytical
articles have different ways to explain this phenomenon. Some regard the second couplet as a
flashback; some regard the first couplet as a flashforward or general writing; some think
that “over numerous mountains and streams” ( ) refers to the poet’s leaving the vil-
lage; and still others insist that “out of the shade of the willows came bright flowers” (

) is only about the scenery, etc. This paper argues that the poem is different from tradi-
tional Qilii ( , the even-character eight-line regulated verse), for it bears a strong
sense of presence and conversational atmosphere. The first and the last lines especially con-
sist of free direct speech and can be seen as a conversation between the poet and the villag-
ers. Based on this feature, we might as well regard the two middle couplet as a part of the
conversation. The conversational form makes the poem particularly simple and active,

breaking the genre of traditional Qili.
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