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Commentary of Du Weiming’s “Rethinking on Enlightenment”
Li Xianghat

Abstract: As Enlightenment and its spiritual legacy have a broad and profound impact on
human society: rethinking on Enlightenment has become an urgent task of contemporary
human beings- To this end, as well as affirming the positive meanings of the spirit of En-
lightenment. we must address three major blind spots in it- On this basis, we should first
make use of multiple resources including non-Western civilizations and original tradition,
then transcend Enlightenment mentality in communication, and finally achieve “multi-mo-
dernity” - Confucian humanism accepting unity of Heaven and man can provide intellectual
resources from such four levels as ego; community, nature and heaven for humanism tran-
scending common enlightenment- Unlike his predecessors incorporating Confucianism into
Enlightenment rationality in the basic spiritual directions Du Weiming highlights more con-
sciously the different orientations of Confucianism and Western modernity based on Enlight-
enment rationality- It is a problem need to be further solved in modern Confucianism to mani-
fest the core values of “Chinese modernity” based on the spirit of Confucian wisdom more
completely-

Key words: reflection on Enlightenment; blind spots of Enlightenment; multi-modernity;

Humanism accepting unity of heaven and man
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