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Family Background Affecting People’s Access to Education

and Social Stratum Status
Zhang Y1

Abstract: Through analyzing the nationwide social investigation data conducted in 2008, the writer found:

family background comes from parents not only affects respondents’ access to education, but also strongly af-

fects their social status’ promotion. It indicates that the higher educational level and social stratum status the

parents have, the higher educational level and social stratum status their children will have; the lower educa-

tional level and social stratum status the parents have, the lower educational level and social stratum status their

children will have- Thus, the benefits brought by the expansion of higher education after 1999 for the upper so-

. . . . . )
cial strata are far greater than the lower social strata; which increases china's closeness rather than open charac-

teristics- This will affect the fairness of Chinese society and should arouse strong concern of policy makers-

Key words: family background; educational difference: social economic status
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