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Silver Needle or SilverBell Rings Out of Deep Valley
Wu Guoyi

Abstract; In 1938, Mao Tse-tung quoted Hsu Chih-mo as saying that poetry should sounds

like silver needle ringing out of deep valley in Speech in Luzxun Art Academy. This paper

discusses the historical source and origin of the “silver bell ringing out of deep valley”, and

then provides some new references to reflect the relevant debates and repercussions in news-

papers of that time. The paper finally concludes that it is Mao’s Hunan accent that led to the

mistake on the records.

Keywords: Mao Tse-tung; Hsu Chih-mo; Wang Tongzhao; Lu Hsun; silver needle; sil-

ver bell
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