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Exploration and Practice of the Mass Principle by CPC Newspapers

and Journals During the Yan’an Period
Wang Runze Sun Quan

Abstract: Since its founding 100 years ago, the Communist Party of China has established
the important mass principle through practice. The Yan'an period witnessed the
improvement and perfection of the mass principle of the CPC’s news publicity. An important
feature of Party newspapers was the mass principle of guiding news publicity with public
views and the mass line. The principle was a continuation and innovation of the journalistic
thought of Marxism, and it’s consistent with the Party newspapers’ commitment to Party
principles. Party newspapers relied mainly on the general public and remained steadfast in
serving the people. They have mobilized, organized and educated the people. Moreover,
they have done publicity to, guided and learned from the people, and unblocked the
communication channel between the Party and the people, thus achieving positive results in
news publicity. The concrete practice of the mass principle also included spreading the ideas
of revolution through slogans, public speeches, ballads and blackboard newspapers which
were familiar to the people, thus making them more acceptable.

Keywords: Party newspapers; news publicity; the mass principle; Yan’an period
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