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“Dividing Chapters for Seeking the Author’s Original Meaning”

——The Research on Li Liwu's Partition of the Doctrine of the Mean Chapter

Xu Jiaxing

Abstract. Li Liwu was an important member of “Jianshan school” whose distinct explanation on the Doctrine

of the Mean showed the typical characteristic of “Jianshan school” . Based on the purpose that “seek for the

author’s original meaning by dividing chapters” , he put up that chapters of the Doctrine of the Mean should

be divided into 5 parts and 15 chapters, which was different from Zhuxi’s partition. Li Liwu thought that the

aim of partition of the Doctrine of the Mean again was to make a new explanation to the author’s original

meaning, so he explained the core concept profoundly, such as life Nature, Dao Teach, the Doctrine of the

Mean and honesty. Since especially being good at merging these concept, he regarded that bringing each other

together could be wonderful. On the background that Zhuzi's the Doctrine of the Mean chapter had been very

popular in the world, Li Liwu put up his partition of the Doctrine of the Mean chapter, which not only shew

a new way to explain the Doctrine of the Mean, but also revealed the difference between the CHENG School’s

scholars of younger age . So it would be helpful for us to study the internal development of Neo-Confucious.

Keywords: Li Liwu; partition of the Doctrine of the Mean chapter; seeking the author's original meaning
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