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A study of Old-style Works in Modern Literature from
Historical Perspective

——One of Research Methods of Modern Chinese L.iterature

Zhang Zhongliang

Abstract; In the previous narration of history of modern Chinese literature, new literature was of-

ten regarded as the representation of the modern Chinese literature with the neglect of old-style

works. Apparently, such narrations were not based on historical facts, but on the orthodoxy con-

cept of new literature or the opinion of or evolution that the new ones must be better than the old

ones. In fact, old style works such as old style poems, traditional operas, classical Chinese fic-

tions and prose largely exist in the history of modern literatures. they has been playing great role

in various aspects, including the wide variety of themes, the urgency of caring about the nation’s

fate and the deepness of writer’s self-reflection. Both new literature and old one have their own ad-

vantages even though they compete each other intensely on the one hand, yet, they have also be-

come closely intertwined on the other in relation to their common features of heritage and develop-

ment. In a word, the narration should truly present the original fact of literature. What's more,

it's necessary to admit the existence of the old-style works and to recognize various functions rooted

in the long history of Chinese literature and national spirits.

Key words: modern Chinese literature; old-style
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