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The “Tunnel Effects” of Wengqi Interpretation
——Taking Mencius, Cao Pi and Liu Xie as Examples
Xia Jing

Abstract; In the classical interpretation, we frequently found such a situation that the core
elements of classical thoughts (or the awareness of raising problems) focused on different
focal points, by different interpreters in different times. The future interpreters took their
own knowledge and experience which were formed in their age to construct their own theo-
ry. Much of them were intentional construction, deliberate modification, and also uninten-
tional criticism, inadvertent statement, etc. In conclusion, the reason why the “Tunnel
Effects” appeared in interpretation of scripture was explaining archaic thoughts by our own
contemporary views, or rearranging the theoretical context and the primary and secondary
location of the various elements, or just focusing and strengthening the status and impor-
tance of certain elements, while ignoring other factors. These caused the various and com-
plex situations in the interpretation of classical tradition.

Keywords: Wengi; “Tunnel Effects”; “Trinity”
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