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On the Axiomatic Deduction in Generative Linguistics
Li Kesheng

Abstract: Chomsky introduces the deductive reasoning into linguistic studies, which exerts

a revolutionary impact upon the linguistic theories thereafter; it is one of the achievements

made by TG (transformational generative Grammar) - The deductive reasoning causes the

linguistic study to turn from empiricism to rationalism, making it possible for linguistics to

be a discipline of natural science- However, the position and impact produced by the deduc-

tive reasoning vary greatly during the different theoretic stage of TG grammar, which leads

to the different views on the scientific nature of TG-
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