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Reflections on the “Available Scientific Evidence”
and the Improvement of Global Health Law

He Tiantian

Abstract; “Available scientific evidence” is a common concept in international environmen-
tal-related treaties and global health agreements, and it also represents an important basis
for international organizations and states to make decisions and take actions in the domain of
risks and under the international law. The evidence also provides in the International
Health Regulations one of the definitive factors for “public health emergency of international
concern” and the basis for contracting parties in deciding whether to implement health meas-
ures. However, as a key factor in risk decision, “available scientific evidence” is not clearly
defined in international law, and this normative dilemma has inereased the dissent and diffi-
culties in its interpretation and application. The relevant practice of the World Trade Organ-
ization and the development of precautionary principles in international law provide a novel
and objective perspective for understanding the meaning of “available scientific evidence”
during the interaction between science and law, and they also shed light on how to improve
the global health law.

Keywords: “available scientific evidence”; International Health Regulations; SPS Agree-

ment; health measures; global health law
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