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The Re-Perfection of the Law on the Prevention and Control of Infectious

Diseases in China Against the Backdrop of COVID-19 Pandemic
Zhao Min

Abstract: The COVID-19 epidemic is an assessment of China’s governance system and ca-
pacity, exposing the shortcomings of the legislation and enforcement of public health laws
such as the Law on the Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases when responding to the
emerging infectious diseases with unknown causes such as COVID-19. The shortcomings in-
clude the difficulties in coping with the complex and changing trends of infectious diseases,
the absence of value-leading roles, inadequate reporting and surveillance systems, and the
insufficient legal basis for prevention and control measures. In order to provide strong legal
protection for the prevention and control of infectious diseases, it is necessary to improve the
Law on the Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases to clarify its relationship with the
Emergency Response LLaw, defining its legal position and reconstructing its structural style.
This paper discusses five perspectives of emerging infectious diseases with unknown causes,
including their prevention and control system, their surveillance system, their early warning
and information disclosure system, the restrictions and protection of citizens’ rights, and the
co-governance of society, hoping to provide reference for future legislative amendments and
the response to relevant public health events.

Keywords: COVID-19 epidemic; emerging infectious diseases; the Law on the Prevention

and Control of Infectious Diseases; re-perfection
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