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Chinese Marxism Literary Thoughts and the Construction of
Chinese Literary Discourse System: A Study of Three

Important Speeches by the Party Leaders
Zhao Yanqiu

Abstract: There is a close connection between Chinese Marxism literary thoughts and the

construction of Chinese literary theory discourse system. Constructing the literary theory and

discourse system with Chinese characteristics is part of the essence and one of the main re-

quirements in Mao Zedong’s “Speech on Literature and Arts Forum in Yan’an” .In this

speech, Mao Zedong preliminarily set forth his system of literary theory. Focusing on work-

ers, peasants and soldiers, he expounded the relationship between arts and people and be-

tween arts and life, gave his views and opinions on literature and arts, and discussed the

problem of creating China’s own literature and arts. In “The Opening Speech of the Fourth

Congress of Chinese Literature Figures and Artists”, Deng Xiaoping emphasized that litera-

ture and art should serve the people, affirming the freedom of creation and emphasizing the

importance of fully trusting literature figures and artists. In this way, he enriched and devel-

oped Chinese Marxism literary thought and tradition, which both provided new contents for

Chinese literary theory and discourse system and promoted the construction of Chinese liter-

ary theory and discourse system. In “Speech on the National Forum of Literature and Arts”,

Xi Jinping elaborated such theoretical issues in constructing literary theory and discourse

system with Chinese characteristics from the following three aspects: the great rejuvenation

of Chinese nation needs a thriving and prosperous Chinese culture; the spirit of China is the

soul of socialist literature and arts; literary and art criticism are important. Inheriting tradi-

tional thoughts and putting forward new ideas, Xi’s speech gives new dimensions to the

construction of literary theory and discourse system with Chinese characteristics.

Keywords: Chinese Marxism literary thoughts; Chinese characteristics; literary theory;

discourse system
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