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Macartney Mission’s Visit to China and the Western
Spread of Chinese Law
Cao Wenjuan Zhang Zhenming

Abstract: Macartney Mission’s visit to China played an important role in the progress for the
British understanding of and researching on Chinese legal knowledge. Before Macartney Mission's
visit to China. the British understanding of Chinese law was relatively limited. However, owing to
detailed examination on Chinese l.aw by the members of the mission and their introduction, the
Westerners knew more in detail about Chinese Law including China's sentencing. judges and ap-
pointment system, prisons. the trial process., the selection of evidence. tax law. civil trial and
so on. During his visit to China, Staunton (the son of vice envoy) took the chance to learn Chi-
nese. After ten-year residence in China, he translated the “ The Qing Dynasty Penal Code” into
English which was the first exhaustive translation of the Code. This translation contributed to the
British study of Chinese law and made the British become one of the tops among European countries
in researching on Chinese law.
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