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On the Starting Point of Unity of Heaven and Man
Tang Daixing

Abstract: In recent years, the “unity of heaven and man” is commonly interpreted as the
“harmony of nature and man” among the growing research. Such imaginative research,
based on the good wishes of “saving the mankind” and solving the environmental crisis, is
actually contrary to its original intention In the “unity of heaven and man” raised by Zhang
Zai, “man” refers to the sage or the great man, while “heaven” refers to benevolence and
righteousness. “Heaven and man being unified in nature” is the source of “unity of heaven
and man”, and contains the “similarity between heaven and man” and the “communication
between heaven and man” . The existential claim is the “begetting of heaven and man”,
namely, the integration of man’s reason and ethical codes into natural laws with the result
of making “the sage” . When Zhang Zai advocated the “unity of heaven and man”, he was
aiming to propose a general rule that could solve the theoretical poverty of Confucianism and
re-construct the scholarship of argumentation and Confucian orthodoxy. Starting from
“heaven and man being unified in nature”., Zhang Zai sought to construct the great principle
of the similarity between heaven and man, the communication between heaven and man and
the begetting of heaven and man, which made up the “unity of heaven and man” and con-
stituted his general methodology and principle to reconstruct the scholarship of argumenta-
tion and Confucian orthodoxy.

Keywords: unity of heaven and man; begetting of nature and man; exploring the marvels of
the universe and mastering the rules of their changes; making a thorough inquiry into natu-

ral and human truths; scholarship of argumentation; Confucian orthodoxy
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