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Gong Zizhen’s Thoughts on Historical Documentation

Mao Xiaoneng Sun Xinmei

Abstract: Gong Zizhen was a well-known thinker, writer and poet during Qing dynasty, and his social re-
form and critical spirit was discussed by later scholars In fact, His thoughts on historical documentation were
very rich. He pointed out that the collection of history documentation must have a broad horizon In addition to
classic documentation, we should pay attention to editando, petroglyph. inscriptions, ancient seal, mirror,
bricks etc, even the poems; Gong Zizhen emphasized that the classic documentation should be interpreted by
words, which was an important method of reading history; he also pointed out that the compilation of histori-
cal documents should be complicated, rather than be abridged, and the workers of historical documents
should be good at going in and out; Gong Zizhen also had an unique perspective in bibliography.
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