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The Internal Structure of “DE” Phrase
Peng Jiafa

Abstract: In this article we propose that “DE” can analyze the head. Based on the literature, we pro-
pose that the internal structure of “DE” phrase should be unified to address, in which “DE1” (head of
Adjunct structure, or predicate modification structure) and *“DE3”  (head of nominal modification
structure) are head of modification structure while they both have complement; *“DE2” (head of the
state adjective phrase) has a certain specificity of the phrase: the location of its complement is empty,
which can be explained by historical origin and phonetic deletion. Adjoin operation for “DE1” structure
does not need as it is Ad Hoc. Adjunct locates in specifier position of the X’ structure. According to this
theory, we can describe structures in uniform formulation.

Key words: “DE”; specifier; complement; historical origin; phonetic deletion
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