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On the Conception of Time of Augustine and Kierkegaard
Wang Runfeng

Abstract; The conception of “time” of both Augustine and Kierkegaard started from the Platonic
doctrine of “recollection”, which upheld “the priority of the idea” and regarded “time” simply as
the “recollection” of the “idea” . Accordingly, Augustine developed a subjective “time” starting
from “the mind” and grounding on the “present” sensory impression, while Kierkegaard primarily
brought “time” into the existence and paradox of the individual. By criticizing the illusion of “time”
concept and speculative philosophy, Kierkegaard defined human being as a synthesis of “the
temporal” and “the eternal” . Thereby, he tried to solve Augustine’s problem of “what is time”
with the concept of “moment” . In the context of Christian philosophy, “time” is not simply the
“presence” of “the present” . Only when the individual’s “time-moment” becomes the manifestation
of “simultaneity”, “the autopsy of faith” can find its realistic significance in the “moment” of the
living world.
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