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An Analysis on the Theory of “Shi” in Dongxijun
Zhou Qinqin

Abstract: Fang Yizhi had attached great importance to exploring philosophical issues from
the perspective of “shi”. In his work Dongxijun, he had analyzed “shi” from various angles,
giving it corresponding meanings, such as the concept of time, the concept of era, as well as
the philosophical concepts compounded by it and other words, with “shizhong” as an
example. Fang also used the concept of “tongshi” for many times, which bears the same meaning
of the concept’s contemporary connotation of “simultaneity” . Moreover, he had raised pairs of
examples of matters and behaviors with contrastive features in order to interpret the idea of

‘

“coexisting and co-vanishing”. “Shizhong” is a concept which implies “unchangingness because of
and according to continual changes” . Fang’s great emphasis on “shi” is relevant to the era he was
in, the ideal he held, and the philosophical ideas he would like to interpret.

Keywords: Fang Yizhi; Dongxijun; the theory of “shi”
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