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Transformation and Integration of the Identities of Yi and
Xia Nationalities before and after the Unification of
China by the Qin State

Yuan Baolong

Abstract: The originally barbarian Qin State belonged to Yao fu ( , the fourth ring of
500 —mile peripheral subordinate fiefs from the capital), which was the transitional zone be-
tween the two cultural systems of Huaxia ( ) and the Huang fu ( , the outermost
subordinate fiefs of the five-ring concentric zone model around the Zhou Kingdom) . Thus it
had the cultural attributes of both sides and the theoretical possibility of integrating into the
Huaxiaculture, Later, the Zhou royal family conferred noble titles onthe head of Qin, and it
became a nominal member state within the Huaxiaculture. However, under their own his-
torical influences, the Qin people demonstrated little reverence for this culture, but a
strong inclination to identify themselves with the western barbarian tribal culture. This ori-
entation underlay the realistic and open features of the Qin culture and provided the political
platform and cultural foundation for Shang Yang’s political reform. In short, Qin culture re-
tained its own uniqueness in the process of integrating into Huaxia culture, which became
the foundation and fountain of Chinese culture after long-term transformation.

Keywords: Qin; Y7 and Xia; identity
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