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Russians’ Quite Different Evaluations on Gorbachev
Zhang Sheng fa

Abstract: March, 2011 is the 80th anniversary of the birth of Gorbachev, and December in the same year is al-

so the 20th anniversary of disintegration of the Soviet Union- On the occasion of these major events. there are

heated debates about the arrangement by the Russian community for Gorbachev s birthday celebration. the deci-

sion granting awards to Gorbachev signed by President Medvedev, Gorbachev s historical acts and his historical

role- By the form of congratulation letters; interviews and opinion polls; Russian president and prime minister,

politicians, political scientists and ordinary people made different evaluation on historical role of Gorbachev- It

shows that although it has been 20 years since the Soviet Union disintegrated and Mikhail Gorbachev left the po-

litical stage, there are also different opinions on Gorbachev s role and his success and failure in that important

historical period in Russian community- The reason for the different evaluations is closely related to the confusion

and differences when Russia society evaluating historical issues of the Soviet Union in transitional period-

Key words: Gorbachev; disintegration of the Soviet Union; Russia
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