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From Sense of Compassion to Unity of Nature and Humanity in

the Perspective of Historical Materialism
Yuchi Guangbin

Abstract: By putting forward human empathy with each other by analogy and the sense of
compassion based on the idea that the of fice of the mind is to think, Mencius established
the theory of original goodness of human nature. What's more, he used genuineness to de-
scribe both the original appearance of the objective world and the being in human moral
world, and hence revealed the unity of the laws of Nature and that of Humanity. Later
generations of Confucians explored and enhanced this idea continually, and completed con-
solidating moral ontology by unifying morality and cosmology. In the perspective of Marxist
historical materialism, it is clear that the abstract Confucian theory of original goodness of
human nature developed from the concrete social and historical conditions, and that the rich
connotations of traditional Chinese culture have been prominent.

Keywords: sense of compassion; the theory of original goodness of human nature; unity of

Nature and humanity; historical materialism
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