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The Kaiyuanli Test in the Separation of Examination and Selection

of Officials in the Tang Dynasty and the Five Dynasties
Zhao Man

Abstract: In the 2nd year of the reign of Zhenyuan (786 DC), Kaiyuanli ( ( »
became one of the subjects of imperial examinations. The intent of Kaiyuanli Test (

) is not only to select administrative officials, but also to spread ritual culture. From the
5th year of the reign of Zhenyuan (789 DC), based on the principle of separating the
examination and selection of officials in the Tang Dynasty, the candidates in Kaiyuanli Test
who were former officials or had official qualifications participated in the selection test in the
Board of Personnel, and the others with no official qualifications participated in the
examination in the Board of Rites. However, the problem that some candidates forged their
identities, which resulted in the confusion of the selection process in the mid and late Tang
Dynasty, had not been solved properly. In the Five Dynasties, the five tests of classics and
history including Kaiyuanli Test developed well in the examinations in the Board of Rites,
but disappeared from the selection test in the Board of Personnel.

Keywords: the Kaiyuanli Test; examination and selection of officials; the selection test in

the Board of Personnel; the examination in the Board of Rites
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