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An Evaluation of Japan’s Agricultural Openness in TPP: with

a Comment on the Resistance to TPP in Japan

Li Shenggang Wang Yingqi

Abstract: Though the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) has reached a basic agreement in

October 2015, it has to meet the specifications before coming into force. In Japan, the main

oppositions to TPP come from some interest groups like Japan Agricultural Associa-

tion. This paper examines Japan’s TPP commitments in the field of agricultural trade, main-

ly by quantifying such tariff and non-tariff measures as the preferential tariff rate, the zero-

tariff goods and the time limit arrangements, and quota and safeguard measures. It also

compares TPP with Japan-Australia Economic Partnership Agreement. The examination and

comparison reveal that Japan's agricultural openness in TPP has certain improvement, but is

still within the acceptable range. Therefore, the resistance to TPP’s securing approval is not

large. But on the other hand, this also means that the TPP has not fully achieved its de-

clared goals of reaching “comprehensiveness” and “high level” .

Keywords: TPP; Japan’s agricultural openness; tariff and non-tariff measures
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