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Perspective Choice and Narrative Tactics of Storytelling Fictions in Ming Dynasty

Luo Xiaodong

Abstract; Perspective choice was overwhelmingly highlighted in writing storytelling fictions in Ming Dynas-

ty. The characteristics of omniscient storytelling include changes of observational positions of the narrators,

access into figures’ mind, making remarks and moral judgments on the stories at will, and making a sarcastic

retort effects by a perspective alteration. Limited-knowledge storytelling takes two forms: One is to insist

strictly on the perspective of certain figure in the story with limited message offered by the figure's experience;

the other is to limit the scope of an omniscient or just like an onlooker, or to focus mainly on one of the fig-

ures regardless of others.

Key words: storytelling fiction; perspective; narrative; Ming Dynasty
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