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An Analysis of the Causes for the Development of Confucius Institute

Program in the United States and the Criticism Against It

Ma Yanyan

He Guoru:

He Guozhong

Abstract: Over the past ten years, the Confucius Institute (CI) Program has developed tre-

mendously all over America. The phenomenon has been driven by “Chinese Fever” in the U-

nited States, as more and more Americans have realized the importance of learning

Chinese. Besides, the openness of American education system and its decreasing educational

expenditure also lead to more Cls entering many American universities. Consequently, more

and more criticism of CI appears. After the analysis of the setback CI is facing, the article

concludes that, CI’ s government background and operation methods violate the principle

of academic freedom that lies at the heart of American education; CI lacks flexibility and

mutual interaction in practice, which should be considered the basic reason for the criticism;

harshness of American media and some misunderstanding of CI facts aggravate the negative

impacts of CI on the United States.

Keywords: Confucius Institute; Chinese fever; three As principle
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