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A Theory of the Binary Opposition in A Dream of Red Mansions
Yang Lin

Abstract: A Dream of Red Mansions has very high aesthetic value. To return to the text and

explore its aesthetic connotations from the perspective of art or the philosophy of art is the

future direction of Redology researches. Therefore, this article returns to the text, and ana-

lyzes the structure of the characteristics and the great charm of A Dream of Red Man-

sions. The layout of the novel, the subtle characterization, and the irreconcilable conflict

between spiritual freedom and real restraints, embody principles of binary opposition,

which in turn trigger the artistic tension and present great charm.
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116



