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Abstracts

Frontier Issues in Roboethics
Liu Yongmou et al.

[ Abstract ] After decades of development, robotic technology has reached a
certain “critical point”, manifested in the accelerated development of humanoid
robot technology. The Ministry of Industry and Information Technology issued the
Guidelines for the Innovation and Development of Humanoid Robots in October
2023, which made a high-level judgment at the outset that humanoid robots
“are expected to become a disruptive product after computers, smartphones and
new energy vehicles”. However, the research, development, and application of
humanoid robots also face scientific and technological risks as well as scientific
and technological ethics issues, drawing widespread attention from the whole
society. As a result, robot ethics has emerged as a hot research field in recent
years, particularly as a significant “theoretical growth point” within applied
ethics. This special issue features six invited articles that focus on the cutting-
edge developments in roboethics, aiming to spark further discussion and advance
research in this field. Liu Yongmou and Bai Yinghui discuss the fundamental role
of anthropomorphic ideology in the construction of roboethics, and analyze the
reasons for the prevalence of anthropomorphism in this field and its implications.
Liu Peng examines the mechanisms of the occurrence of robot ethical risks and the
principles of governance. Based on this, he points out that human society should
build a new type of human-machine organic structure through interaction and mutual
construction with robots. Cheng Lin explores the anthropomorphism and uncanny
valley phenomenon of robots from a cross-cultural perspective, offering suggestions
for the Chinese-style human-machine co-existence and robot design. Tan Xiao
examines the advantages of the small data technology roadmap in terms of privacy
protection and power structure balance, and demonstrates that this roadmap is not
very suitable for the field of social robots due to the different types of knowledge
required. Sun Sheng introduces anthropomorphism analysis to demonstrate the
inevitability of the retribution gaps of ethical models of robots, thereby refuting
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the feasibility of using them directly as a criterion for judgement. He proposes the
concept of degree of anthropomorphism as the demarcation of development stages
of human-machine coexisting societies and justifies its plausibility. Yang Qingfeng
and Zhu Qingjun investigate the temporary and permanent substitution of social
roles caused by humanoid robots, exploring the ethical challenges posed by the role
substitution of humanoid robots.

(Liu Yongmou, Professor and PhD Superviser, School of Philosophy, Renmin
University of China)

[ Keywords ] robot; humanoid robot; ethics; roboethics

Promoting the Common Values of Mankind: China’s Contribution to the
Advancement of International Rule of Law
Li Lin

[ Abstract ] The proposal of new ideas regarding the common values of humanity
has not only provided a new value foundation for people of all countries to join
hands in building a community with a shared future for mankind, but also offered
strong value guidance for China’s participation in promoting theoretical, institutional
and practical innovations in the international rule of law. Since the founding of
the People’s Republic of China, particularly since the 18th National Congress of
the Communist Party of China, China has upheld the banner of human values and
civilizations and made significant contributions to safeguarding world peace and
promoting the development of the international rule of law. Hence, as a responsible
major power emerging on the global stage and engaging in international affairs,
China must adeptly employ the rule of law. In order to employ the rule-of-law
thinking and rule-of-law based approach to boost the building of a community with
a shared future for mankind, greater emphasis should be placed on the coordinated
advancement of domestic and foreign-related rule of law. China is also required
to promote the common values of humanity, advance foreign-related rule of law
initiatives, and actively engage in the development of the international rule of
law, thereby contributing more Chinese wisdom and strength to the progress of
international rule of law.

[ Keywords ] common values of humanity; domestic rule of law; foreign-related
rule of law; international rule of law; rule of law civilization
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