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The Effect of Social Desirability Bias and Its Correction in the
Study of Political Trust
Ren Bingqgiang Liu Xiaoqing

Abstract; Social Desirability Bias (SDB) is regarded as an important factor which could

affect the quality of investigation. The variables that can discern SDB can vary in terms

of research subjects. In the political research investigation, political worries can be an

important instrumental variable to discern SDB. It shows that political worries have great

explanatory power to the political trust and other variables by using multiple regression

method. The higher the degree of the political worry, the higher the degree of political

trust, which testifies that the reported results of political trust are higher than actual

level for the existence of SDB. In order to decrease the SDB, the instrumental variables

should be included in the questionnaire for the identification and evaluation of measure-

ment errors.

Keywords: Social Desirability; bias; measurement; political trust
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