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Ivanllyin’s Thoughts on Resistance to Evil by Force and

its Political Claim
Zhang Guina

Abstract: The thought on “resistance to evil by force” is an important thought of a famous Russian po-

litical philosopher——Ivan Ilyin. Firstly, he demonstrates the relative necessity of exterior force, and

then based on this he points out the validity and limitation of the state, thus making the ethical discus-

sion of the way of resisting evil act as an academic base of political opinion. From the logical process, not

only does he refute Tolstoy’s “not resistance to evil by force” and his anarchism, but also provides the-

oretical argumentation for his nationalism. Ilyin’s nationalism is regarded highly by modern Russian poli-

ticians, including Putin; the study on his “resistance to evil by force” and his nationalism may contrib-

ute to the understanding of Russian developing direction in the future, meanwhile, it also could provide

us some suggestions in our state construction.
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