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An Analysis of Marx’s Anti-Poverty Thought
Yan Lianfu Lin Zhongwet

Abstract: Poverty is a historical problem of human society. Facing the spread of poverty as
a social cancer, Marx revealed that the root cause of poverty lies in private ownership
through a profound analysis of the laws governing capitalist economic operation. From
Marx’s perspective, the poverty problem of capitalism has a contradictory duality in terms of
the main body of poverty as well as the time, scope, and dimension of poverty. The laws of
capitalist economic operation such as capital concentration, capital expansion, capital crisis,
and capital logic have led to the universalization, spatial differentiation, temporal volatility,
and dimensional duality of the poverty problem. With a noble pursuit of mankind’s all-round
and free development, Marx actively explored into the issue of eliminating capitalist poverty
from the perspectives of value guidance, institutional premise, subject of practice and path
of practice, pointing the way for the entire humanity, including the proletariat to get rid of
poverty.
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