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A Case Study of English Entrance Examination for PhD Candidates
Wang Ou

Abstract: As to the difficulty level, question types and test modalities, there exists signifi-

cant dissimilarity in the English Entrance Examinations for PhD candidates among the differ-

ent schools. Therefore, the English Entrance Examination for PhD candidates of CASS un-

doubtedly possesses its particularity and characteristics. As a case study of this examination,

based on the historical evolution and the current situation, this paper makes a statistic anal-

ysis on difficulty level, the adjustment of difficulty level and rationality of difficulty level,

raises the modified proposal on the test modalities and the test setting and looks forward to

more scientific and equitable examination in the future.

Key words; PhD English Entrance Examination; difficulty level of examination; rationality

of difficulty level; statistic analysis; normal distribution
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