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The Rise and Fall of Criticism on Zhao Shuli and His Works
Cheng Guangwei

Abstract: “Zhao Shuli criteria” is definitely a unique phenomenon in contemporary Chinese
literature. The paper sorts out clues of this concept, explores the reasons for the contradic-
tion between Zhao’ s realist novel sportraying rural China and the early criticism on them,
and proposes that the deep reasons may be the strong tension between his works and the
conventional rules of “socialist realism” . To a certain extent, this paper traces the develop-
ment of contemporary Chinese literature, and reflects on related literary clues for analysis

Keywords: “Zhao Shuli criteria”; the rise and fall of criticism; socialist realism
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