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Chen Yun and the Relief Work in the Period of

Three Difficult Years
Shang Chang feng Liu Chun

Abstract: As a result of policy failures and natural disasters, severe famine occurred
in China from 1959 to 1961, i.e. , the Period of Three Difficult Years. Severely

criticized, Chen Yun got into extreme difficulty in 1958, resulted from his leading

role in the Opposing-Rash-Advance issue. In the early phase of the famine, Chen Yun

strived to reduce the loss to the minimal level by expending best efforts. When the

famine had widely spread out of control, Chen Yun focused his responsibility on the

famine relief and maintenance of people’s livelihood. For this purpose, Chen Yun put

forward a series of relief measures, including emergency food importation, streamlin-

ing urban population, relieving urban residents, and adjusting the Party’s rural poli-

cy, etc.

Key words: Chen Yun; the Period of Three Difficult Years; Opposing-Rash-Advance
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